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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 08322 

E.O. II652: GDS 
TAGS: MILL UR, GW 

SUBJECT: OPPOSING PORCES TRAINING PROGRAM (OPFOR) 

REF: STATE I066I3 DTG I I0504Z MAY 77 

1. THE GERMAN ARMY HAS ALREADY EXPRESSED GREAT INTEREST 
IN TRAINING DEMONSTRATIONS USING CAPTURED SOVIET EQUIP- 
MENT. ERG SENIOR OPPICIALS OBSERVED THE TRAINING DEMON- 
STRATION HELD LAST YEAR. IT WAS SO SUCCESSPUL THAT 
BRIGADIER GENERAL HEYD, OPERATIONS CHILE (G3) OF THE 
GERMAN ARMY, ASKED POR A SECOND DEMONSTRATION TO BE HELD 
POR THOSE SENIOR ARMY OPFICIALS WHO HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO 
ATTEND THE PIRST ONE. SUCH A SECOND DEMONSTRATION DID 
TAKE PLACE. 

2. WE PORESEE NO PROBLEMS IN OBTAINING ERG APPROVAL TO 
THE PROPOSED OPPOR TRAINING PROGRAM. WE SHOULD ANTICI- 
PATE AND BE READY TO ACCEPT A GERMAN ARMY REQUEST THAT 
IT BE ALLOWED TO OBSERVE THE PROGRAM. AT THE SAME TIME, 

WE COMPLETELY AGREE THAT THE ARMY SHOULD NOT INITIATE 
PRESS REMARKS ABOUT THE OPPOR PROGRAM, SHOULD NOT 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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PUBLICIZE IT BEYOND WHAT IS NEEDED LOCALLY ON AN IF 
ASKED BASIS, AND THAT ALL EASILY VISIBLE SOVIET MARK- 
INGS SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM THE EQUIPMENT (PARA 7 
REFTEL). 

3. ONCE THE U.S. HAS DECIDED TO PROCEED WITH THE PRO- 
GRAM, WE RECOMMEND THAT THE EMBASSY BE INSTRUCTED TO 
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APPROACH THE FEDERAL MINISTRY OF DEFENSE AT THE WORKING 
LEVEL IN ORDER TO OBTAIN ERG APPROVAL. 

STOESSEL 
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